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s Leadership seminar goes on as 
State Organization deals with 
weather, health concerns

The 2020 Beginning Leadership Management Seminar participants pictured above include 
Bethany Brown, Nikki Davis, Celestine French, Abbi Hill, Angie Justice, Beth Naylor, Amanda 
Pugh, and Clemmie West as well as Leadership Committee Chair Michelle Steen, Tennessee State 
President Dr. Beverly Hall, and seminar presenters Dr. Dorrie Powell and Beverly Smith. Also 
attending the event was Tennessee State Treasurer Dr. Dianne Anderson.

Faced with a month that began with devastating tornadoes  
followed by the coronavirus global health crisis, the Tennessee 

State Organization had difficult decisions to make. The annual Legislative 
Symposium, scheduled for March 3-4, had to be postponed and eventually 
cancelled as the result of the tornadoes which caused extensive property 
damage and loss of life in Benton County, Nashville, and Putnam County in 
the early morning hours of March 3, 2020. State President Dr. Beverly Hall 
informed chapter presidents that chapters would receive credit toward the 
Maycie Award if chapter members had registered for the event.

The next big decision involved this spring’s Beginning Leadership 
Management Seminar, scheduled for March 13-15 at Natchez Trace State 
Park. After discussion among the seminar leaders and participants, the 
decision was made to go forward with the event with special care given to 
health precautions.

Leading the eight participants in a program that included such 
relevant topics as Time Management, Leadership Styles, Self-Care, and 
Running a Meeting were presenters Dr. Dorrie Powell and Beverly Smith, 
both past Tennessee State Organization presidents, and state Leadership 
chair Michelle Steen. Also joining the group were state president Dr. Beverly 
Hall and state treasurer Dr. Dianne Anderson. 

Before this issue went to press, state 
president Dr. Beverly Hall, in consultation 
with state organization officers, made the 
difficult decision to cancel the incoming 
officer training sessions scheduled for this 
spring in response to changing CDC health 
guidelines. The state organization will 
use technology to conduct these training 
sessions. More information will follow on 
how this will be handled. 
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Greetings, Ladies,
My original message for this issue focused on 

identifying and encouraging potential in our  
members. However, due to the current state of affairs 
in regard to the COVID-19 pandemic, I asked our  
editor to switch out my message at the last minute -- Thank you, Orlean, 
for being so accommodating. 

How ironic that our theme for the biennium is Anywhere is Home: 
Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide as we find 
ourselves confined to our residence in adherence to Center for Disease 
Control recommendations. It makes one ponder the definition of home. 
We know that home is the place where we live, but hopefully it is also 
the place where we learn and laugh. As we have recently been reminded, 
home can serve many capacities -- school, office, beauty salon, fitness 
center, laboratory, library, art gallery, theater, and more. But how can 
we take advantage of our time at home in relationship to Delta Kappa 
Gamma?

There are many ways DKG members can use home to impact 
education and our personal growth. We can learn a new skill -- perhaps 
how to design a website or create a newsletter in order to apply for state 
webmaster or editor. We can review proposed amendments to our state 
and international governing documents and share our opinion about 
changes with other members. We can create or update our DKG resume, 
then use it to apply for a state office or elected committee position. We 
can learn how to use technology to meet with chapter or committees 
virtually. And my favorite tip comes from Fran Gregory, president of Beta 
Chapter, who suggests that members sing the DKG song while washing 
our hands!

Ladies, as you take advantage of your time at home, please remain 
steadfast in your commitment to DKG - as well as your daily habits to 
maintain your health, safety, and wellbeing.

     Regards,

     Beverly
         

 

Take advantage of this 
time at home
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 International/Tennessee State Organization News
Daugherty offers  
guidance as Society 
deals with pandemic

International President Dr. Cathy Daugherty has 
prepared a video offering thoughts on the  

coronavirus pandemic and its impact on chapters, state 
organizations and DKG International. Tennessee  
president Dr. Beverly Hall has sent this link to chapter  
presidents. In addition, any member may access the 
video from the DKG international website. 

Daugherty acknowledges what a challenging 
situation this COVID-19 pandemic poses for all 78 
state organizations that make up the international 
Society. Decisions must be made about whether to hold 
or cancel planned spring events. Daugherty outlines 
several factors state organizations must consider when 
making these decisions including the status of the 
virus in the locale where the event will be held, the 
financial implications of cancelling the event (based on 
the contracts the state organizations have with those 
event venues), and programming decisons if the society 
representative is unable to attend a state organization 
function (so that members still receive timely 
information from International). Daugherty urges state 
organization and chapter leaders to consult information  
available from the World Health Organization and 
the Center for Disease Control both of which offer 
daily updates regarding the situation in the seventeen 
countries represented by our Society. 

At the time of President Daugherty’s message, 
there were no plans to cancel this summer’s 
international convention in Philadelphia July 7-11, 
2020. Should that determination change -- for instance, 
if there was a federal ban on domestic travel -- DKG 
would uphold its convention registration cancellation 
policy and issue full refunds or offer an option to apply 
2020 registration fees already paid toward the 2022 
convention registration. 

Finally, Daugherty urges members not to let 
the virus prevent them from registering NOW for the 
convention. Hopefully, by July the COVID-19 outbreak 
will be well controlled and the exciting opportunity 
to gather in Philadelphia will be available to all DKG 
members.

Come “home” to  
Tennessee State  
convention

With fingers crossed that our annual state 
convention will be able to go on as planned, 

the convention steering committee invites you to  
experience the “Anywhere is Home” atmosphere as 
members gather on Sewanee’s mountaintop June 4-6, 
2020. There will be so many ways to experience this 
sense of homecoming -- fellowship, food, the beautiful 
setting, singing in the chorus, shopping the mini-mall, 
and the heart-touching ceremony of remembrance. 

Members will find a plethora of professional 
and personal deveopment workshops at this year’s 
convention. Here are just a few of the 2020 offerings:
• Planning a Happy Life
• Blood, Sweat and Dears
• Takeaways with Technology to use Right Away
• Sending Honduran Children to School
• Tea and Titles: From Fiction to Film
• Chapter Planning 101
• President to President
• Learn about Laughter Yoga
• Legislative Advocacy
• Tennessee’s Superb Suffragists

Make plans today to attend the Tennessee 
State Organization convention June 4-6, 2020, on the 
beautiful University of the South campus. Registration 
is available on-line or in the February issue of Xi State 
News.

Reserve Space Now!
2020 Mini-Mall

Want a great place to sell crafts or 
other products to raise funds for 

chapter scholarships or projects? 
The 2020 Mini-Mall will be a perfect 

venue, so complete the form available 
on the state website (xistate.org) 

to reserve your space.
Deadline to register is May 1, 2020
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Technology allows 
long-distance  
membership

The Tennessee State  
Organization is proud to  

welcome Cecilia Dolores Rodriguez 
Canales as a member. Although she  
resides in Mexico, Cecilia has moved 
her membership to Beta Eta chapter 
which she attends via technology.

Initiated in 1999 to Nuevo 
Leon State, Cecilia has served as 
chapter president, vice-president, secretary, and chair 
of numerous committees. Cecilia also served two 
bienniums (2009-2011 and 2015-2017) as Nuevo Leon 
State Executive Secretary.

Cecilia has a degree in Education and Psychology 
and a master’s degree in counseling, assessment and 
psychoeduational intervention. She has developed 
two cognitive skills programs, Escuela de Abuelos 
(Grandparents School) and CON-SIENTE-MENTE (With 
a Sensitive Mind).

Cecilia was selected as a member of the 
International Speakers Fund, is a member of Beta Eta’s 
Academic Excellence Committee, and is a member of the 
Tennessee State Organization’s Educational Excellence 
Committee.

It’s time to brag. . 

Chapters all over the 
state have  
accomplished  
amazing things over the 
past year... 

Highlight your chapter’s  
“brag-worthy” moments with this year’s 
Chapter Display at the state convention.

Prepare a trifold display that will fit on 
half of a six foot table. Bring your own 
table covering, but first RESERVE a spot 
for your chapter at:

https://forms.gle/xeC3pefpQjgU7rYT9 
or by email at 

collins.sherrie@gmail.com

[Displays will need to be set up in the 
back of Convocation Hall on Thursday  
before Thursday night’s dinner.]

Did you suffer losses related to the March 3, 
2020, tornadoes that struck several  

Tennessee counties? If so, don’t forget that the DKG 
Emergency Fund can provide up to $500 to members 
who sustain major losses from floods, tornadoes,  
hurricanes, earthquakes, wild fires and other natural 
disasters. Members who need to take advantage of this 
benefit may be recommended by their chapter and state 
organization president.

DKG Emergency Fund 
is here to help

Please share your  
photos

Tennessee State  
Organization First Vice-

President Dr. Elaine Vaughan asks 
chapters to share photos of their 
activities over the past year (since 
the 2019 convention) for use at the 
convention in June.
 Please submit photos via email to Vaughan at 
mevaughan@ortn.edu right away.
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JOIN US
for the 

CREATIVE ARTS RETREAT 
2020

WHAT:
A fun, creative overnight  

retreat to stimulate your artistic 
side

WHERE: 
Rogersville TN

WHEN: 
September 18-19, 2020

Registration will open during 
June’s TN state convention.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW!

The state Bylaws and Rules committee believes 
that recommended changes to the Tennessee 

State Organization Bylaws and Rules should be  
considered any/every year as opposed to Bylaws  
being amended in odd-numbered years only and Rules 
being amended yearly. If adopted, this change would 
mean that recommendations to change either Bylaws 
or Rules could be considered in the year they are made. 
This change will not be proposed until the 2021 state 
convention since the proposal would involve changes to 
the Bylaws. 

State Bylaws and Rules Chair Diana Womble 
noted that state committees that submitted both Bylaws 
and Rules changes at the September 2019 planning 
meeting need to understand that any changes they 
recommended to Bylaws would be voted on at the 2021 
convention. Recommended Rules changes will be voted 
on at this year’s convention. Please see page 11 of this issue 
to find recommended Rules changes that will be considered 
this June. 

Anyone who has questions or who needs clarification 
is invited to attend the State Bylaws and Rules Roundtable 
workshop at the state convention, Questions may also be 
directed to Diana Womble at dlwomble@gmail.com

Committee recommends 
Bylaws and Rules  
changes be considered 
yearly

The Personnel Committee is now accepting 
applications for State Webmaster and Editor.

Send an electronic application 
(available at www.xistate.org) to

Dovie.Kimmins@mtsu.edu

Deadline for Webmaster application: May 15, 2020
Deadline for Editor application: October 31, 2020

Music makers step up!
Nancy Davis, Music  

Director for the Tennessee 
State Organization invites members to 
sing in the chorus at this year’s state 
convention in June. The chorus will 
sing at the Awards Luncheon,  
President’s Banquet, and the Ceremony of  
Remembrance. 

In addition to chorus members, Davis asks that 
anyone who plays an instrument (especially piano) 
and who would be willing to share their talents at the 
convention contact her at nini02@embarqmail.com 
by April 1st.
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 Tennessee State Organization News

Strengthen your chapter with exciting  
programs and projects
Are you searching for program 

and project ideas for your 
chapter? Keep reading to find 
program and project topics from 
around the state. Cultural aware-
ness, self-care, the women’s suffrage 
movement are but a few of the 
topics enjoyed by chapters this past 
year. 
• Gamma Eta chapter applied 

and received a DKG grant to 
encourage cultural awareness 
in McNairy County’s five 
elementary schools. Each 
school had a different country 
from around the world that 
students researched and 
studied. The community was 
invited to an open house where 
information regarding the 
culture, cuisine, and artifacts 
from countries incuding 
Zimbabwe and Norway were 
shared by children, teachers 
and parents. Nancy Hickey, 
Area VIII Director, reported, 
“The students took ownership 
of each country and were 
excited to share with the 
community the knowledge 
and culture of the different 
countries.”

• Beta Nu Chapter partnered 
with a local soup kitchen in 
Shelbyville that currently 
works out of a church  and 
feeds homeless and needy 
families once a week. Members 
made a donation to the soup 
kitchen and volunteered to help 
serve meals one week. They 
plan to continue to support 
the soup kitchen as it moves 

into a new building and begins 
serving individuals and families 
daily in the future.

• Beta Kappa chapter, consisting 
of Marshall and Lincoln 
counties, had a program to 
call attention to the need for 
hygiene products for high 
school women to attend school 
without embarrassment because 
they cannot afford these 
products. This prompted the 
chapter to collect over $200 
worth of feminine products to 
donate to the high schools.

• Several chapters including Beta 
Eta in Jackson, Beta Epsilon, 
and Delta in Murfreesboro, 
invited researcher and writer 
Paula Casey to present a 
program about the pivotal 
role Tennessee played in 
the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment 100 years ago, 
giving women the right to 
vote. Ms Casey has been 
instrumental in helping erect 
statues and monuments to 
commemorate these women, 
including the monument in 
Nashville’s Centennial Park. 
Casey co-founded the TN 
Woman Suffrage Heritage Trail 
that highlights monuments, 
markers, grave sites and 
suffrage-related placed across 
the state. She was inducted as 
an honorary member of the 
Tennessee State Organization 
of DKG at last year’s state 
convention.

• Members of Alpha Pi Chapter 
in Coffee County enjoyed 

ringing the Salvation Army 
bell to collect money for that 
mission during the Christmas 
season.

• Phi chapter in Giles and 
Lawrence counties recently 
switched from giving 
scholarships to high school 
seniors for college expenses 
to giving grants of $50-$250 
to early career educators. This 
past year the chapter funded 
grants to one teacher for a set of 
books for her students to read 
and another to a music teacher 
to spend on instruments.

For more creative and interesting 
program and project ideas, check 
out the EEC Corner spotlight 
on the Tennessee State website 

Time’s A Wastin’!
You know you can be an 

effective office or elected 
committee member!

Now is the time to complete 
that application! 

Tennessee State Organization 
needs your skills and fresh ideas 
to keep our organization moving 

forward!   
Go to xistate.org/forms and 

submit your application by the 
OCTOBER 30 deadline.

Stop second-guessing yourself!
Do it NOW!
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Who will meet the challenge?
The Personnel committee 

has issued a challenge to all 
DKG members: Help the committee  
identify and develop future editors 
of the Xi State News and future state 
webmasters. As committee chair Dr. 
Dovie Kimmins noted, “WE ALL have 
risen to the challenge when others 
who believed in us encouraged us 
to contribute in ways we had not 
considered.” 

Consequently, the committee 
urges YOU to think of members who 
have the potential to be fantastic 
editors or webmasters and then to 
help them to further develop their 
skills, to become more involved in 
state activities, and to eventually 
apply for these state related 
personnel positions. 

The committee also needs 
YOU to help us identify individuals 
who are ready to step into these 
positions now. Applications to be 
the next Webmaster are due May 
15, 2020, and applications for 
Editor are due October 31, 2020. 
Application forms are available on 
the state website (www.xistate.org). 
Electronic applications should be 
sent to dovie.kimmins@mtsu.edu. 

Qualifications for both 
positions are:

• Must be an active member 
of DKG and the Tennessee 
State Organization (TNSO)

• Supports the purposes and 
mission of the Society and 
possesses a knowledge of 
the Society at all levels

• Has leadership experience 
at the chapter and/or state 
levels

• Demonstrates 
effective interpersonal 
communication and time 
management skills

• Has a willingness and 
available time to carry out 
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the prescribed duties of 
the position

Additional qualifications for 
Webmaster include:

• Has strong secretarial 
and computer skills and 
is prepared to constantly 
update these skills as 
technology advances. The 
Webmaster will provide 
her own equipment. 

• Is skilled in the design, 
maintenance, and creation 
of files for a website and 
in the use of website and 
graphic software (e.g. 
HTML, Dreamweaver, 
Fireworks, Front Page, 
Contribute, Photoshop, 
Photoshop Elements).

• Has skills in the operation 
of a digital camera. (TNSO 
owns a camera for the 
Webmaster’s use.)

Additional qualifications for Editor 
include:

• Has skills in photography, 
editing, designing, 
composing, publishing, 
and mailing newsletters or 
has extensive journalism 
skills

• Has skills in the operation 
of a microcomputer 
system using desktop 
publishing and word 
processing software 
in conjunction with a 
database

Let’s work together to find the 
right persons to serve Tennessee as 
the next Editor and Webmaster and 
to develop the skills of those who 
would be a good fit for the  
positions in the future. If we meet 
this challenge, we will strengthen 
our Society for years to come.

Special Events 
gears up 

With a goal of 100%  
chapter participation, 

the state Special Events committee 
is hard at work preparing for the 
2020 Silent Auction, always a high-
light at the state convention. To help 
the state organization meet its goal 
of having 100% participation,  
chapters may bring items to be 
auctioned or simply make a $25 
contribution.

Money raised is used to 
fund the  Beginning and Advanced 
Leadership Management Seminars, 
the Leadership Conference for 
Chapter Officers, the Leadership 
Conference for Committee Planning 
and others as deemed appropriate 
by the membership.

Developing leaders is one 
of DKG’s most important tasks. 
Training benefits members and 
strengthens our organization. Join 
us at this year’s auction and see 
which chapter wins the trophy for 
most funds raised.

SAVE THE DATES: 
85th Annual  

Tennessee State Convention
June 4-6, 2020

The University of the South,  
Sewanee, TN

**********
2020 DKG International  

Convention
July 7-11, 2020

(TN NightThursday, July 9, 2020   
Maggiano’s Little Italy)

Philadelphia Marriott Downtown
Philadelphia, PA



	8		Xi	State	News		April	2020	

 Chapter News

Beta Pi welcomed Dr. Anthony Maxwell, board 
member of Children’s Reading of Appalachia, 
to its January meeting. Dr. Maxwell talked 
about the reading initiatives implemented 
by the organization in pursuit of its mission 
to establish a library in every home. The 
organization has used book give-aways and 
classes aimed at helping parents focus on 
literacy at home as well as partnering with 
other organizations such as the Christian 
Appalachian Ministries and Dolly’s Imagination 
Library to provide thousands of books to 
children from early childhood through high 
school. 

Beta Mu Chapter offered classroom grant opportunities to local schools. Two teachers applied 
and received a $100 Mini Grant. In the photo, above left,  Amy Clenney, President of Beta Mu, 
presents a check to Jill Farlow, a Chemistry teacher from Riverside High School.  Farlow will use 
her grant to build individual battery cells for her Chemistry classes.  Above, right, Clenney presents 
the second grant to Nancy Box, ESL teacher from PES, DCMS, and RHS.  Nancy plans to copy 
bilingual booklets to send home for younger students to use with their parents.

Zeta makes wishes come true
To support members who are 

active teachers, Zeta chapter 
created their “Spotlight on an  
Educator” program. The chapter 
selects a member each semester and 
provides that member with materials 
to enhance her classroom experience. 
When a member’s name is drawn,she 
is asked to supply a “wish list” of 
materials she can use in her classroom. 
Members then contribute materials 
throughout the semester to make those 
wishes come true. 

Julie Golden was Zeta’s first 
term Spotlight recipient. Her wish 
was to purchase books for a bilingual 
classroom library. Zeta chapter was 
able to supply enough money to allow 
Golden to make the library a reality. 

The second term recipient 
was Tami Smith who requested 
Power Basic American Government 
textbooks for her CDC classroom. At 

Zeta chapter Spotlight recipients Tami Smith 
and Julie Golden 

the chapter’s February meeting, $177 
was collected for Smith’s textbook 
purchase. Collections will continue 
through May. 

Saturday, February 22nd, Zeta members 
participated in the Knox County Teacher Supply 
Depot.  At the Depot, Knox County teachers are 
able to collect items for their classrooms. Zeta 
uses this event to recruit new members. The 
chapter display table featured items from Zeta 
service projects and programs. Also, members 
provided information about the many benefits 
of joining Delta Kappa Gamma. Pictured above 
are Saralee Peccolo-Taylor, Dawn Beigler, and 
Alice Carson.
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 Chapter News
Haston informs Theta 
of proposed legislation

State Representative Kirk Haston met with  
Theta chapter members and guests at their 

January meeting at East Chester Elementary library in  
Henderson. Haston, a high school teacher and school 
health coordinator in Perry County, serves as vice-chair 
of the state legislature’s education committee. He  
expressed his concerns about the amount of testing  
required as well as ways high school students can  
receive more vocational training. 

One piece of proposed legislation (HB 1679) that 
Haston would like to see passed would require the state 
education department to compile, annually, a list of 
courses that may be substituted for certain high school 
course requirements. By April 15 of each year this list 
would be distributed to each LEA and public charter 
high school and to the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission for distribution to high school counselors 
and to public institutions of higher education in this 
state. 

On a lighter note, Haston entertained the audience 
with stories about what it has been like to be a freshman 
in the Tennessee House of Representatives. 

Theta chapter members and guests gathered in January for a 
legislative update provided by Tennessee State Representative Kirk 
Haston. Pictured above are Karen Sewell, Joyce Bloomingburg, Joan 
Smith, Jackie Hibbett, Kristy Sherrod, Regina Karnes, Lisa Beene, 
Maryanne Phillips, JeanMarilyn Hogan, Jo Price, Melinda Carroll, Barry 
Smith, Representative Kirk Haston (photo by Dee Dee Rives)

Lisa Woodard, Assistant Principal; Dr. Kathleen Phillips, Beta Upsilon 
Chapter Member and Part-Time Cole EL Support Teacher for Newcomer 
Students; Dr. William Taylor, Librarian/Media Specialist; Savannah 
Morse, Exceptional Education Teacher; Kendal Peterman, Second Grade 
Teacher; Mary Ann Staak, Kindergarten Teacher; and Chad Hedgepath, 
Principal

Beta Upsilon awards 
mini-grants to MNPS 
educators

Four $200 mini-grants have been awarded to 
Cole Elementary School, a bilingual school in 

Metro Nashville. Chosen to receive the funds are Mary 
Ann Staak, a kindergarten teacher; Kendal Peterman, 
a second-grade teacher; Savannah Morse, a special 
education teacher for students with significant disabili-
ties; and Dr. William Taylor, a library media specialist. 
Kathleen Phillips, a member of Beta Upsilon and EL 
support teacher at Cole Elementary, served as mentor 
and facilitator for the recipients during the application 
process.

Not only do these grants assist teachers in 
exploring new and innovative ideas for their classes, 
but they also allows Beta Upsilon the opportunity to 
introduce DKG to new candidates for membership.

Grant recipients will be guests at Beta Upsilon’s 
April meeting where each will present the project 
funded by the mini-grant and share how it enhanced 
their classroom teaching.
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 Chapter News

Pi Chapter celebrates Go Red for Women

Lisa McCune, Retail Clinical Dietician 
Coordinator for Krogers, was guest speaker at 
Pi Chapter’s celebration of Heart Month

Heart disease is now the 
number one killer for 

women in our country. To raise 
awareness and to celebrate  
American Heart Month and  
especially Go Red for Women, Pi 
Chapter welcomed guest speaker, 
Lisa McCune, (MS, MPH, RDN, LDN), 
a Retail Clinical Dietician  
Coordinator with Kroger, to their 
February meeting. 

McCune received her 
undergraduate degree from 
Carson Newman and attended the 
University of Tennessee to complete 
her graduate work. McCune has 
worked for the past ten years in 
nursing homes  and in labs. 

Her current position involves 
nutrition services available at 
the Little Clinic locations in the 
Knoxville areas. She spoke about 

the importance of eating a heart 
healthy diet, participating in regular 
exercise, and stress management.  
She gave tips for healthy eating, 
concentrating on incorporating 
unsaturated fats and fiber into one’s 
daily diet. She also gave tips on 
reducing sodium in daily diet. 

She invited members to take 
advantage of the Nutrition Services 
available at Kroger, including 
personal nutrition coaching, 
personal shopping, and 90-day 
weight loss programs. The Nutrition 
Service is now accepting insurance 
and will run a personalized benefit 
check to find out if dietician services 
are covered by your insurance.

Alpha Xi members are shown with the 80 snack bags the chapter 
prepared for the Bethlehem Center, a local organization that provides 
programs and services to underprivileged children. This event is one of 
Alpha Xi’s annual service projects.

Beta Omega chapter recently awarded their annual classroom grants.
Pictured from left is Beta Omega President Kathy Stover, Brittany Carter 
of Martin Elementary, April Fishel of Martin Elementary, Jessica Hames 
of Gleason,  Cassie King of Dresden High School, and Beta Omega 
Treasurer Martha Freeman. 
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 Proposed Changes to Tennessee State Organization Rules
Proposed Amendment 1
Article 4. Finance 4.24 Officers 
and Related Personnel 
Proposed Change: Reword to clarify 
which officers and related personnel 
are eligible for reimbursements at 
the International Convention and 
Conferences so as to read:

4.2.4 The Tennessee 
Organization of DKG budget 
shall contain designated funds 
to assist officers and related 
personnel (incoming in odd 
years and current in even years) 
in attending the International 
Convention and Conference. 
An itemized statement of all 
business expenditures shall 
be forwarded to the president 
by each officer and related 
personnel within two weeks 
following the close of the event 
Reimbursement shall not exceed 
the budgeted funds.

Rationale: To avoid confusion, specify 
that it is incoming officers and related 
personnel who should receive funding 
to attend International convention or 
conferences held prior to July 1.
Fiscal Impact: Already budgeted. No 
impact
Proposed by: Finance Committee

Proposed Amendment 2
Article 5. Organization 5.2.1 Areas
Proposed Changes: Area IV - delete 
Mu; Area VII - delete Gamma Theta
Rationale: Mu and Gamma Theta 
chapters dissolved in 2019,
So as to read:

5.2.1 Area IV - Zeta, Nu, Alpha 
Tau, Gamma Iota and Gamma 
Nu. Area VII - Kappa, Tau, 
Upsilon, Alpha Eta, Beta Omega, 
and Gamma Alpha

Fiscal Impact: None
Proposed by: Bylaws and Rules 
Committee

Proposed Amendment 3
Article 8. Committees. 8.00.1
Proposed Change: Insert “Strive for all 
digital submissions by 2023” so as to 

read:
8.00.1 Transfer digital and/or 
print files to succeeding chairs 
as soon as possible before the 
Leadership Conference for 
Committee Planning and strive 
for all digital submissions by 2023.

Rationale: Paper Files are bulky and 
easily lost. Transferring files digitally 
will be more efficient.
Fiscal Impact: None
Proposed by: Communications and 
Publicity Committee

Proposed Amendment 4
Article 8. Committees 8.06.6
Proposed Change: Delete “chapter 
website.” Insert: “social media presence” 
so as to read:

8.06.6 Encourage chapters 
to create and/or maintain a 
chapter social media presence.

Rationale: There are other effective 
means of communicating such as 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
in addition to or in lieu of chapter 
websites.
Fiscal Impact: None
Proposed by: Communications and 
Publicity Committee

Proposed Amendment 5
Article 8. Committees. 8.03.2
Proposed Changes: Insert as 8.03.2 
and renumber section, so as to read:

8.03.2 Seek nominations, select 
recipients for, and present 
recipients of the Rose Bud 
Award at the Tennessee State 
Organization Convention.

Rationale: This change provides 
recognition for outstanding members 
who have been a part of the organization 
for less than five years.
Fiscal Impact: Minimal, for supplies
Proposed by: Awards Committee

Proposed Amendment 6
Article 8. Committees. 8.05 
Chapter Strengthening and 8.09 
Expansion
Proposed Changes: Delete Rules 8.09 
through 8.09.2 and move the charges of 

the Expansion Committee to the Chapter 
Strengthening Committee, Article 8.05. 
Rule 8.05 would be amended to add the 
following so as to read:

8.05.05 Generate enthusiasm 
for establishing new chapters, 
through division or expansion.
8.05.06 Consult Ceremonies for 
information and models for the 
installation of new chapters.

Rationale: The 2017-2019 Expansion 
Committee compiled research and 
found that current membership trends 
in Tennessee are declining. In May 2010, 
there were 81 chapters with 3,275 
members. In March 2019, there were 
only 72 chapters with 2,513 members. 
The 2017-2019 Expansion Committee 
made the following recommendation in 
their committee’s chapter report to the 
2019 Xi State Convention:

In light of current declining 
membership statewide, consider 
merging Chapter Strengthening 
and Expansion Committees. 

The 2019-2021 Expansion Committee 
recognizes that there may be 
possibilities of expansion as existing 
chapters grow larger and/or new 
chapters are proposed in pockets where 
chapters currently do not exist. 
The Tennessee State Organization Rules, 
Section 3 on Membership states in 
Section 3.1.1: 

When membership in a chapter 
reaches 50 or more, the chapter 
shall be encouraged to work toward 
expansion.

In the event that happens, the 
Membership and Chapter Strengthening 
Committees would work in tandem 
on creating the new chapter in either 
instance.
In light of the loss of chapters and 
members, it seems that the focus of the 
Tennessee State Organization should 
be on strengthening existing chapters 
while still leaving open the possibility of 
creating new chapters.
Fiscal Impact: The existing budget of 
$150 would be returned to the General 
Budget.
Proposed by: Expansion Committee 
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In Memoriam
Mary Lynn Ball

(8 August 2019)
Mary Lynn Ball was a member 
of Iota chapter in Kingsport. An 
educator in Knox County, Tennessee, 
for 47 years, Ball was an alumna 
of Lincoln Memorial University 
where she was selected for Who’s 
Who in American Colleges and 
Universities in 1961. She was also 
honored by receiving the prestigious 
Mary Mildred Sullivan Award, 
given to recognize individuals 
whose “nobility of character” and 
dedication to service sets them 
apart. After retiring in 2009 from 
her position teaching Spanish at 
Farragut High School, she moved 
back to Kingsport to be near 
her family. Initiated into DKG in 
Knoxville in 1973, Mary Lynn 
transferred membership to Iota 
chapter where she was a cherished 
member for the past 10 years.
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Dr. Phyllis Farst
(19 December 2019)

Phyllis Farst was inducted into 
Gamma Chapter in 1984. She 
served for many years as chapter 
secretary and as chapter president 
for the 2002-2004 biennium. 
Before moving to Tennessee, Dr. 
Farst taught kindergarten in Ohio 
and Georgia. In Tennessee, she 
taught and was the director for 
the preschool of Munsey Memorial 
United Methodist Church. For 
another 17 years she taught 
kindergarten at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Johnson City.

Geraldine B. “Jerry” Dement
(14 February 2020)

Jerry Dement was Beta Epsilon’s 
first initiate 50 years ago and served 
as Beta Epsilon president from 
1974-1976.  She held many other 
positions in the chapter and at the 
state level and received the Order of 
the Rose in 2002. Dement spent her 
teaching career in the Murfreesboro 
City School System where she 
worked with fellow Beta Epsilon 
member Mary Rose Stracener for 
25 years. Stracener remembers 
Dement’s belief in hands-on learning 
and the many field trips classes took 
to the Dement family farm. 


