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s Sadowski takes Society reins
No one needs to be reminded that 

2020 has been a challenging year. 
Faced with the safety concerns raised by 
this global pandemic, Society leaders opted 
for DKG’s first ever virtual convention. DKG 
members were able to participate electroni-
cally with keynote speakers and to be  
introduced to incoming International leaders 
for the 2020-2022 biennium.

For Tennessee members, the fact 
that we could not physically gather in 
Philadelphia was especially heartbreaking 
because Tennessee’s own Becky Sadowski took the reins as the incoming 
International President. Still, in the spirit of 2020, members across the state 
tuned in for Sadowski’s installation and listened to her acceptance speech.

Sadowski will continue to use the Society Vision Statement as her 
theme for the coming biennium: “Leading Women Educators Impacting 
Education Worldwide.” In addition, she will bring an emphasis on what she 
considers the critical component to a successful Society -- its members. 
As she pointed out in her acceptance speech, membership in DKG offers 
numerous opportunities for personal and professional growth. However, 
she believes that, in addition to opportunities, membership also entails 
responsibilities -- to commit to Society purposes, to participate at the 
chapter, state and international level, to encourage others to join the Society, 
and to mentor new members so that they will remain active in the Society. 

Tennessee State Organization President Dr. Beverly Hall organized a 
“Zoomebration” to honor Sadowski. Members of the TNSO officer team and 
related personnel as well as past state presidents offered congratulations 
and words of encouragement to Sadowski. In response, Sadowski sent the 
following message:

To my dear Tennessee sisters,
As I write this note to you, I find myself still 

overcome with gratitude and emotion that you would 
do such a sweet thing for me! The Zoomebration you 
planned may not have been in person, but I don’t think 
I’ve ever felt closer to all of you than I did on that night. 
I appreciate so much the waves, smiles and messages of 
support. You are amazing!!!

Please know that your kind words of encouragement 
and advice will be with me when I leave for Austin later 
this week. I am blessed to be a part of the Tennessee State 
Organization and will do my best to make you proud.

 Much love always,
 Becky 
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Greetings, Ladies,
It is difficult to believe that the first half 

of my biennium as state president has passed; 
it certainly did not unfold as imagined. But isn’t 
the difference between fantasy and reality the 
way life often is?

I had three key personal goals for myself 
as president: 1) chapter visits; 2)license plates; and 3) multi-state  
leadership. Fantasy was the daydream of visiting every chapter in  
Tennessee in person; reality was the fact that I only visited 29 chapters 
before remaining safer-at-home. Safer-at-home meant no face-to-face 
smiles, hugs, laughter, or songs with chapter members, and no yummy 
refreshments to tempt my palate. Fantasy was to have a TN DKG license 
plate to market our society across the state; reality was that 1000 plates 
must be pre-sold with $35,000 submitted prior to release of the plates. 

There are times when situations force us to explore other options 
and view situations with new eyes, and at those times, reality may  
surpass fantasy.  Such was the case with the multi-state leadership 
seminar. My fantasy was to have four neighboring states meet together 
for a leadership weekend. In reality, 297 individuals attended from 12 
states! In actuality, this would not have happened if the event had been 
held face-to-face. Being compelled to think outside the norm allowed the 
concept to grow and exceed expectations! Reality outshone  fantasy!

Comparing fantasy with reality leads me to ponder our chapters. 
Do we always conduct the same programs that we are comfortable doing 
and only invite those to join who think like us and who we are at ease  
being around? Why not use this challenging time to step out of our  
comfort zone and let unusual and foreign situations allow us to grow? 
Let’s explore outside our normal reality and see the world of DKG with 
new eyes. Let’s make our reality supersede our fantasy!

     Regards,

     Beverly
         

 

When reality surpasses 
fantasy
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 International/Tennessee State Organization News
TNSO hosts multi-state 
leadership seminar

The Tennessee State Organization (TNSO)  
received a Lucile Cornetet Seminar  

Professional Development Award from the DKG  
International Educators Fund. The grant proposal was 
to hold a four-state Leadership Redefined event for  
Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee. 

Then came Covid-19 and the ensuing restrictions 
on mass gatherings. Consequently, the event was 
modified to be presented online. Dave Weber, 
bestselling author of Leadership Redefined: The 12 X’s 
of Success for TODAY’S Leader, presented the seminar 
under the oversight of  TNSO’s Leadership Development 
Committee chaired by Michelle Steen.

In a classic example of making lemonade out 
of lemons, the event turned out to be a spectacular 

success. Instead of the original four states scheduled 
to participate, the seminar instead reached 297 
participants from 12 states! (Alabama, Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 
Texas)

Participants “convened” on July 13, 2020, for the 
two-hour seminar that focused on 12 key principles in 
the form of words that begin with the “X” sound and 
that reflect on topics including the Power of Goals, 
Getting Out of Ruts, What Needs to be Purged, the 
Impact of Role Models, Staying on Course, Givers vs 
Takers, Getting People on Board, Considering New 
Options, and Not Letting Others Pull You Down. 

Collins named state 
webmaster

Tennessee State Person-
nel Committee is pleased 

to announce that Sherrie Collins 
has assumed the position of state 
webmaster as of July 1, 2020.

A media specialist and 
technology leader at Union 
County High School, Collins has 
been active in DKG at the chapter, 
state and international levels. A three-time president of 
Beta Pi chapter, Collins has also led her chapter as vice-
president, secretary, newsletter editor, webmaster, and 
executive secretary. At the state level, she has advanced 
the Society as first vice-president, corresponding 
secretary, recording secretary, and Area II director, as 
well as serving as member and chair of numerous state 
committees. Collins is a graduate of the Golden Gift 
Leadership Management Seminar and has served on the 
International membership committee.

A Google Level II certified educator, Collins started 
and maintains her school Facebook page, updates her 
school website, has instructed teachers in publishing 
their own websites, and maintains the Beta Pi website 
she created. 

The Tennessee State Organization looks forward 
to Sherrie’s continued service to DKG as she begins her 
new role as state webmaster. 
[Note: If you haven’t visited the state organization website 
recently, go to xistate.org and take a look. Sherrie is 
already hard at work.] 

2020 ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
HIGH SCHOOL:

1st Place: Sage Colbaugh, Meigs Co. H.S., 
Decatur, Sponsor: Gamma Zeta

2nd Place: Madison Smith, Sevier Co. H.S., 
Sevierville, Sponsor: Gamma Nu

3rd Place: Katherine Lewis, Union Co. H.S., 
Maynardville, Sponsor: Beta Pi

MIDDLE SCHOOL:
1st Place: Stephanie Shuman, Rossview M.S., 

Clarksville, Sponsor: Eta
2nd Place: Katherine Kim, New Providence M.S., 

Clarksville, Sponsor: Eta 

Dave Weber conducts TNSO’s first virtual Leadership Development 
Seminar, Leadership Redefined
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Ragsdale is state’s 
first “Rosebud”

The Rosebud Award 
was created to honor 

the achievements of a  
Tennessee member who has 
been in the organization for 
5 years or less and who has 
demonstrated outstanding 
commitment and service. 

Receiving the very first 
Rosebud award is Chasity Ragsdale (Alpha Rho) who 
was inducted into the Society in April of 2015. 

Once she became a member, Ragsdale 
immediately stepped up to serve on chapter committees 
including Visual Arts, World Fellowship and Finance, 
and chaired her chapter’s Membership Committee 
for two bienniums. She then served her chapter as 
President for two bienniums. 

She began actively participating at the state 
level from her first year of membership, serving on the 
state Membership committee from 2015 to 2019 and 
currently chairing that committee for the  2019-2021 
biennium. 

At the International level, Ragsdale began 
by serving as Page for International President Dr. 
Lyn Schmidt at the 2016 International Convention 
in Nashville. She attended the 2019 International 
Conference for Leadership Development and the 
Training for State Membership Chairs in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

In nominating Ragsdale for this award, Alpha 
Rho Vice-President Myra Martin noted that “Chasity 
demonstrates grace, poise and dignity which surpass 
her years. She adds vitality which is evident by the 
programs, projects, and activities she has organized as 
our chapter president. From live-streaming meetings 
to starting a Facebook group for Tennessee chapter 
membership chairs, Chasity is like a breath of fresh air.”

ORDER OF THE 
ROSE

2019-2020

Congratulations to the following  
outstanding members who were chosen 
as Order of the Rose recipients. They 
will also be recognized at the 2021 TNSO 
Convention.

Linda Waldon (Alpha Alpha)
Judy McDonald (Alpha Rho)

Dr. Kathleen Phillips (Beta Upsilon)
Linda “Dee Dee” Trentham (Gamma Nu)

Linda Beth Barker (Beta Zeta)
Diane Alsop (Pi)

Dorcas Fairchild (Alpha Iota)
Joan Holt (Iota)

Dr. Laura Snyder-Jones (Alpha Nu)
Dr. Dovie Kimmins (Beta)

LaNoka Rhodes (Alpha Tau) 

Tennessee Representative David Byrd and  
Senator Joey Hensley sponsored the Omnibus 

Bill to allow the Tennessee State Organization of The 
Delta Kappa Society International to have a cultural 
license plate. The bill passed the Safety and Funding,  
Financial Ways and Means, the Transportation and 
Safety, and the Calendar and Rules committees before 
being submitted to the Vehicle Services Division.  
Members will be allowed to pre-order plates as soon as 
the artwork has been approved. One thousand  
members/residents must pre-order. Details regarding 
ordering will be coming soon.

DKG license plate approved 
by legislature

Congratulations to the 2020 Mary Hall 
Scholarship Recipient for $3000:

Leigh Anne Durham
(Kappa)
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Getting Creative in the 
year of Covid

 
Feeling sad that we won’t be able to get 
together in Rogersville this month for 

our Creative Arts Retreat?

Don’t be sad -- Sign up for our  
Virtual retreat via Zoom! 

We will “gather” on September 19, 2020 
from 9:00 a.m. to Noon (CDT) to enjoy 

six sessions ranging from books to tech 
to cooking. 

Use this link to register for one or all 
of the sessions by September 15th:

https://forms.gle/aRXvQsDN8WVdzdD69

You will receive a link to the 
Zoom sessions once you 

register.

In this hectic time, deadlines have a way of slip-
ping up on us, so the state Bylaws and Rules 

Committee wants to remind you of a couple of  
important dates in the months ahead. 

State Committee Chairs, if you have proposed 
amendments for Tennessee State Organization (TNSO) 
Bylaws or Rules, please submit those by January 1, 
2021. These will be presented for vote by the state 
membership at the 2021 TNSO Convention next June.

Chapter Presidents, if your chapter rules are 
due for review in 2021 (or before) and you have not yet 
sent them in to the TNSO Bylaws and Rules Committee, 
please get them submitted as soon as possible. The final 
date for submission is April 1, 2021, but the committee 
is already working on those submitted before deadline. 
This will ensure that you get credit for turning them 
in on time on your Maycie Chapter Excellence Awards. 
If you are unsure of your chapter’s review date, please 
check the Chapter Rules Schedule provided on the TNSO 
website under the Bylaws and Rules tab. Additionally, 
please use the Chapter Rules Checklist and Chapter 
Rules Tips provided on the website (and other places) 
to help you prepare your review, and please note your 
chapter name and contact when submitting.

Please send all submissions to Bylaws and Rules 
Committee chair Diana Womble at: dlwomble@gmail.
com.

Keep calendars marked 
for rules deadlines

The Personnel Committee is now accepting 
applications for State Editor.

Send an electronic application 
(available at www.xistate.org) to

Dovie.Kimmins@mtsu.edu

Deadline for Editor application: October 31, 2020

Virtual classroom 
ideas explored

The TNSO Leadership Development Committee, 
chaired by Michelle Steen, recently offered a 

Zoom event on creating Vibrant Virtual Classrooms. The 
August 15, 2020, presentation was offered to members 
and non-members and featured Laurie Nave, an E-
Learning Developer for NASA’s Short-term Prediction, 
Operations, Research and Transition Program at the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville. Thirty-four partici-
pants took advantage of this opportunity to learn more 
about a topic that is certainly relevant this year.

Did you miss it?  Don’t worry, TNSO has a number 
of virtual events on the horizon. See the related story on 
page 7 and note the information regarding the virtual 
Creative Arts Retreat on this page. 
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 Tennessee State Organization News

Chapter planning is more  
crucial than ever

In the middle of this pandemic, chapter planning is more crucial 
than ever.  Individually and collectively, we are being asked to 

rethink how we can safely do even the smallest everyday tasks.  We must 
also rethink how we can support our chapter members, conduct chapter 
business, raise funds, and pursue chapter and community projects.  Now 
is not the time to eliminate meetings and activities but the time to  
reinvent the way we do them. That includes recruiting new members and 
supporting and involving those already among our membership.

Because this school year looks like none we have seen before, 
chapters should also consider that every educator this year is essentially a 
first-year teacher.  During a recent interview on CBS This Morning, the 2020 
Grammy Music Educator Award winner Mickey Smith, Jr., pointed out, “No 
one’s ever had to teach like this before” (https://bit.ly/2YWdRwP).   Thanks 
to the pandemic, experienced educators and first-year teachers alike share 
many of the same concerns and needs.

What an important time for chapters to take up the challenge of 
helping all educators meet their personal and instructional needs.  What an 
important time for a thoughtful reworking of every chapter’s biennial plan.  

The TN State Planning Committee has created a simple template that 
every chapter is asked to complete and submit electronically by November 
1, 2020.  You can find the template on the state website under forms:  
https://www.xistate.org/forms 

Contact Dr. Dorrie Powell, Planning Committee chair, if you have 
questions or need help with the planning process.  Her email is powell.
dorrie@gmail.com.

Time’s A Wastin’!

You know you can be an 
effective officer or elected committee member!

Now is the time to complete that application! 
Tennessee State Organization needs your skills and fresh ideas to 

keep our organization moving forward!   
Go to xistate.org/forms and submit your application by the 

OCTOBER 30 deadline.
Stop second-guessing yourself!

Do it NOW!

2020 MAYCIE AWARD 
OF EXCELLENCE 

RECIPIENTS

GOLD AWARD
Alpha Alpha       Alpha Epsilon
Alpha Gamma   Alpha Lambda
Alpha Nu       Alpha Rho
Alpha Xi       Beta
Beta Beta       Beta Epsilon
Beta Gamma      Beta Kappa 
Beta Upsilon      Beta Zeta
Kappa       Phi
Pi       Theta 
Zeta

SILVER AWARD
Alpha Sigma

Beta Phi
Beta Pi

Gamma Mu
Gamma Omicron

Iota
Rho

BRONZE
Alpha

Alpha Iota
Gamma Alpha

HONORABLE MENTION
Alpha Beta
Alpha Phi
Beta Delta

Beta Eta
Beta Iota
Beta Mu

Beta Sigma
Gamma

Gamma Lambda
Tau
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Howell is a Southeast star
At each DKG International Convention, 

regional “stars” are honored. When choos-
ing the star of their region, state organizations look 
for a member who exemplifies the the following 
criteria: She has “given distinctive and unflagging 
service to her chapter, state organization, and com-
munity.” She has “often preferred to serve behind 
the scenes rather than in the spotlight,” and she 
“has not served on the International Executive 
Board or on an International Committee.” 

Joan H. Howell is just such a member, and she was honored at the 
2020 DKG International Convention as a “Star of the Southeast” for 
those attributes. A DKG member since 2013, Howell served on chapter 
professional affairs, communication, and technology committees as well as 
serving as vice-president and president. She worked diligently on the TNSO 
Steering Committee to prepare for state conventions during the 2015-2017 
biennium. She chaired the TNSO 2017-2019 Legislative Committee and 
organized its legislative symposiums. 

In 2019 she was asked to be Area VI Director, and TNSO President 
Dr. Beverly Hall recalls Howell’s reaction. “I knew this individual would be 
perfect as an area director, so I was surprised when she said, ‘Let me get 
back to you’ before automatically agreeing to the position. Two days later, 
she accepted the challenge and told me that ‘I wanted to think it over before 
I accepted to make sure I would be able to perform the job adequately.’ This 
is a perfect example of how Joan Howell approaches every undertaking.” 

In addition to serving as Area VI Director, Howell is a member of 
the TNSO Chapter Strengthening Committee and personally visits with 
members across Tennessee to encourage participation in all things DKG. She 
is a graduate of both the Beginning and Advanced Leadership Management 
seminars hosted by the state organization. 

For her current and continuing service to DKG, the Tennessee State 
Organization congratulates its 2020 Star of the Southeast, Joan H. Howell.
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Virtual events 
ramp up

Until the pandemic abates 
and members are able 

to participate in events in person,  
TNSO President Dr. Beverly Hall 
hopes to provide a variety of virtual 
events to interest and engage mem-
bers. A number of enticing virtual 
opportunities are on the horizon.

If you have ever endured a 
boring Power Point presentation 
or perhaps worried about your 
own presentations, you will want 
to make sure to register for the 
October 3, 2020, virtual event 
Powerful Power Point Presentations. 
Presenter Henry Lawson will 
focus on making your presentation 
consistent by discussing the use 
of fonts, backgrounds, slide size, 
animation, positioning of objects, 
and more. The event is sponsored 
by the TNSO Communications and 
Publicity Committee. Sign up and 
learn some tricks of the trade.

On October 11, kick 
back and have some fun as 
2Country4Nashville entertains us. 
Husband and wife team Jo-el and 
LeAnne Ulmer perform traditional 
country music and will present a 
private 6:00 p.m. (CDT) concert for 
Tennessee members. Members may 
submit song requests when they 
register for the Zoom event. The 
registration and song request link is 
https://forms.gle/48S5Stc8JswB11.d66 
This event is sponsored by the 
TNSO Arts and Personal Growth 
Committee.

Join TNSO Executive Secretary 
Jenni Lusk on October 17 at 10 a.m. 
(CDT) for Facebook for ‘Fraidy Cats.
Learn how to set up a page and 
navigate this social media platform. 
To register: 
https://forms.gle/hxuSDANEi3Wuh7s97

Meet 2Country4Nashville(2CAN)
Retired educator LeAnne Ulmer (whose mother, Joyce Smith, is a DKG 

member and former president of Rho chapter) and her husband, 
Jo-el, carved their own path in country music after they were told by judges 
on CMT’s Nashville-based “Can You Duet” reality music show that they were 
“good, but just ‘too country.’” That remark inspired the duo’s name  
“2Country4Nashville.” (And wait until you hear LeAnne’s self-penned song 
of the same title!)

The couple makes their home in LeAnne’s hometown of Nashville, but 
they spend most of the year on the road, performing over 300 shows a year 
across the U.S. and in places as diverse as Malaysia, Sweden, Nova Scotia 
and Carnival Caribbean cruises. 

Join this award-winning duo  on October 11 as they bring a special 
night of music to DKG members.
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 Tennessee State Organization News
Five win-win activities to strengthen chapters 

We are all waiting impatiently for a world in 
which everyone feels safe coming to  

chapter meetings in person; until then, the state Chapter 
Strengthening committee offers these suggestions to 
engage and energize members.
1. Meet outside under a pavilion in a park.  An 

outdoor get-together allows members the chance 
to see each other while maintaining safe social 
distance. Here in Tennessee, the weather should be 
warm enough and light enough to meet after school 
until Daylight Savings Time ends on November 1.  
Post lots of pictures on chapter websites or social 
media pages.

2. Create elementary, middle and high school 
lesson plans on Tennessee’s role in ratifying 
the 19th Amendment. This would be a welcome 
resource for teachers who are dealing with so 
many challenges right now.  Have three groups of 
members collaborate via email or Zoom to come up 
with a 30-minute lesson plan with related activities 
and a bibliography of resources. Ideas include 
PowerPoint presentations, links to online videos, 
puzzles and/or games (Suffrage Jeopardy!), virtual 
tours of Tennessee Woman Suffrage Heritage Trail 
(https://tnwomansuffrageheritagetrail.com/), 
fun trivia, or a bibliography of extra reading for 
those students interested in researching this event 
more deeply. The idea here is to put members in 
pairs after dividing the chapter into three groups 
and assign an activity to each pair. You may want 
to pair a retired member with a younger member 
so the retired member could feel involved and may 
serve in more of a consultant role if not tech savvy; 
however, some of our retired members can really 
get around on the internet! Share everyone’s work 
on your chapter website or Facebook page, then 
share with schools (contact instructional leaders 
such as the principal, library media specialist, or a 
teacher) electronically so there would be no contact. 
Obviously, you will need to tap someone to lead each 
group, but everyone should be able to contribute. 
The goal here is two-fold: significant contribution 
to education in your local schools and FUN for 
members. Ask that teachers take at least one photo 
of students participating in a Woman Suffrage 
activity (no student faces) and send to the group 
leader. Members will love to see the reaction to their 
work, and hopefully, this will keep them engaged.

3. Have Face-to-Face meetings plus Facebook Live 
for those who feel uncomfortable attending in 
person. Give plenty of notice and access instructions 
for those new to Facebook Live. Make sure the 
person in the meeting broadcasting via cell phone 
stays close to the speakers for the best audio 
possible. Check out this resource for instructions: 
https://blog.hootsuite.com/facebook-live-video/.   
You can even record your meeting for members to 
view at a later date

4. Have Face-to-Face meetings plus Zoom. For 
those participating via Zoom, project each member 
and allow her to say “Hello!” and maybe make one 
comment. For the best audio, have meeting speakers 
stand directly in front of computer and/or use a 
microphone so that those watching online can keep 
up with what is happening. Assign members in 
attendance one or two “Zoom” members to write 
a short note (3 sentences) of encouragement to 
mail after the meeting. An officer could purchase 
note cards, make address labels and return address 
labels, and buy stamps. Ask those writing notes 
to include something personal about the member 
(what she was wearing, a comment she made, 
encouragement to attend future meetings, etc.). 
Collect everything that night to send the next day.

5. Write notes of encouragement. Send “safer-at-
home” members a packet with two note cards and 
names of two members who are active teachers 
OR two active teacher prospects so they can write 
notes of encouragement and mail from home. Those 
who receive the cards will be tickled to get them, 
and prospective members will be very impressed. 
“Safer-at-home” members might focus on what DKG 
has meant to them over the years and why they are 
still members. BONUS: Request that those receiving 
the notes take a selfie with the note and email to the 
chapter president, secretary, or treasurer. Include 
this request for “safer-at-home” members in a half-
page instruction sheet with the note cards, address 
labels, and stamps. You can show the pictures on a 
rolling PowerPoint at your next meeting and maybe 
even include a few comments from the recipients. 
This might even help recruit a few new members!

These are indeed challenging times, but with some 
creativity, challenges can be used to energize members 
and encourage their participation in chapter events.
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 Tennessee State Organization News

Vision Foundation 
grants make dreams 
come true

Have you been dreaming of conducting an 
educational project, publishing educational 

research, or engaging in a professional development  
opportunity? If so, a grant from the Vision Foundation 
may provide just the help you need. The Foundation’s 
purpose is to “encourage and promote the personal 
and professional growth of Tennessee State Organiza-
tion members and excellence in education.” The Vision 
Foundation Board would like to help make your dreams 
come true.

Are you an active teacher who would like to attend 
a professional development conference or training? 
If so, you should apply for the Liz Whorley Bradley 
Professional Growth Award. You can be awarded up to 
$2,000 to make that dream come true.

Active teachers who want to incorporate an 
educational project into their classrooms or schools 
should apply for one of the Vision Foundation grants 
awarded each year. The grants offer up to $1,000 each 
for projects.

Vision Foundation Guidelines and applications for 
the 2021 awards can be found on the state organization 
website (xistate.org) under “Resources” and also under 
“Vision Foundation.”The deadline for all applications is 
midnight CST on December 31, 2020. 

These awards are possible because of the 
generosity of Tennessee State members! Our newest 
visionaries are Vickie Sewell (Alpha Nu), Platinum 
Visionary Mary Jane Thompson (Beta), and Silver 
Visionary Mary J. Williams (Alpha Epsilon). Our newest 
Gold Visionary Chapters are Alpha Nu and Beta Rho. 

Tennessee sisters, don’t forget that contributions to 
the Vision Foundation are tax-deductible. Contributions 
are welcomed at any time. Consider honoring chapter 
members by making contributions to the Foundation. 

If you have questions, please contact: 
Nancy Davis (nini02@embarqmail.com) or 
Holley Ziglar (holleyziglar@gmail.com). 

Vision Foundation 
gives variety of grants 
in 2020

As suggested, the Vision Foundation makes 
dreams come true, and, in 2020, those dreams 

included the following grant recipients:
Liz Whorley Bradley Professional Growth Award

Dorethea Royle, Gamma Alpha
The Ron Clark Academy Experience in Atlanta
Description: Attending hands-on workshops with other 
educators from across the country to learn better ways 
to engage students, promote rigor, and create a climate/
culture that promotes success for all students. 

Kathy McCullough Smith Grant
Jennifer Young Hood, Phi Chapter
Sand and Such (for Counseling)
Description: Funds used to develop and implement a 
school counseling program that gives students access 
to sand tray therapy tools to be implemented to help 
students learn to self-regulate their thoughts and 
feelings.

Doris Ann Hendrix Project Grant
Harriet Camilla King, Gamma Omicron
Resources for New Directions Academy
Description: Funds will be used to assist teachers in 
focusing on each child’s specific needs while teaching 
core curriculum in a school designed for students who 
cannot function in a regular school setting. 

Leigh Workman Project Grant
Carol Ridley Nanney, Gamma Alpha
Seeing Ourselves in Pictures!
Description: Technology will be acquired to enable 
students to become more skilled in journalism and 
visual presentations. An iPad, a printer/copier/
scanner, and a wireless compact photo printer will 
assist in production of the yearbook and various video 
promotions to support literacy and journalism.

Marilyn Ivey Grant
Carol Gardner, Gamma Omicron
Assessment for Life
Description: Funds will be used to focus on students’ 
abilities to make correct assessments of a patient in 
order to educate, respond, and report accurately to 
other health care team members. The benefit for each 
student is an increased knowledge of anatomy and 
forces of injury and disease that impact individual and 
community health.



		10		Xi	State	News		September	2020	

 Chapter News

Gamma Mu honors 
students

Each year, Gamma Mu chapter sponsors the 
Good Neighbor Award, which recognizes five 

students in the local middle school for their  
compassion, generous spirit and willingness to offer  
assistance whenever they see a need.

Traditionally, the students and their families 
attend a reception in their honor and are joined by 
state and local leaders. Senator Jon Lundberg gives each 
recipient a flag which was flown over the Tennessee 
Capitol Building in their honor, and Rep. Timothy Hill 
presents them with a Proclamation read on the floor of 
the Tennessee House of Representatives in recognition 
of their kind deeds. Each student receives a framed 
certificate and a personalized copy of Shel Silverstein’s 
The Giving Tree  in addition to letters from local 
leaders and gifts from local businesses.

This year, the committee had to get creative! It 
decided to have a drive-thru reception and each Gamma 
Mu member was able to join in the gift giving and offer 
personal congratulations. Even though it was a rainy 
afternoon, it was a lovely way to acknowledge and 
celebrate five very fine young people.

Alpha Sigma helps 
members “Zoom”

Nine intrepid Alpha Sigma members braved the 
pandemic and, armed with masks, hand  

sanitizer, and observing socially distance, were  
welcomed into the Collierville Senior Center for an  
actual lesson on a virtual communication tool. 

Deborah McDurmon prepared a very helpful
handout and patiently took participants through 
the steps for using the Zoom application. Some in 
attendance had never even been a Zoom participant 
before! After McDurmon’s lesson, all are Zoomers! 
Zoom meetings are a safe way to gather with friends, 
family and coworkers. 

Using Zoom is not hard, but things can get
complicated when participants all have different types 
of devices and different comfort levels with
technology. With the instructor’s patience and after the 
group spent a bit of time getting everyone on line
(half the battle),  McDurmon went through the steps to 
join a meeting and even how to host a meeting! 

Are you missing your family, your friends or your 
DKG sisters?! You can meet in real time on
this virtual platform and have an actual face-to-face 
conversation for up to 40 minutes - for free!

Theta	Chapter	adopted	the	fine	arts	classes	at	Jacks	Creek	Elementary	
School	for	their	first	community	project	of	this	biennium.	Mrs.	Becky	
Hartle,	the	fine	arts	teacher,	attended	the	last	meeting	and	shared	how	
she would teach the elementary students during the current pandemic. 
Because it is important that each student has his own supplies and 
avoids	community	shared	supplies,	Theta	sisters	provided	supplies	for	
145	students,	which	included:	24	box	Crayola	crayons,	black	Sharpie	
markers,	glue	sticks,	Ziploc	bags,	paintbrushes,	#2	Ticonderoga	pencils,	
pencil	sharpeners,	and	scissors.	Front	row:	Jackie	Hibbett,	Debra	Martin,	
Becky	Hartle,	Regina	Karnes.	Back	row:	Caroline	Johnson,	Karen	Sewell,	
Beth	Naylor,	Joyce	Bloomingberg
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In Memoriam
Sandra Hull

(19 November 2019)
Sandra Hull was inducted into 
Beta Upsilon in 1997. She served 
as chapter president from 2006 to 
2008. She also served her chapter as 
chair of the nominations committee, 
scholarship/grants committee, and 
essay contest committee. Hull taught 
at Dupont Middle School where she 
was awarded Teacher of the Year 
for the 1996-97 school year. She 
was Team Leader for 5 years and 
awarded two mini-grants. She was 
also a guidance counselor for many 
years before her retirement.

Nancy Snapp
(31 March 2020)

Inducted into DKG in 1976, 
Nancy Snapp was an original 
Beta Upsilon Singer. During her 
time in the society, she served 
as chapter treasurer, chair of the 
finance committee, and chair of 
the professional affairs committee. 
Snapp was the recipient of the 
Distinguished Service in Education 
Award in 2003. She taught for 30 
years in Metro Nashville Public 
Schools.

Anna Mae Lane
(22 April 2020) 

Anna Mae Lane was inducted into 
Pi Chapter in December of 1955. 
There she remained a dedicated 
member for 65 years. She and her 
sister Vera Jo Henegar participated 
in every part of Pi Chapter by 
holding multiple offices and 
committee chair positions. Lane 
mentored many young members 
of Pi Chapter, especially those from 
her area of Anderson County. She 
was the consummate storyteller 
and could vividly recount her days 
of teaching in a one room school 
house. She taught for 41 years at 
Marlow Elementary School and was 
awarded the Teacher of the Year for 
Anderson County in 1983. 

Linda Gilbert
(24 May 2020)

Linda Gilbert became a member of 
Delta chapter in December 1997. 
There she was an active participant 
and served on various committees. 
Gilbert taught band and music 
at Black Fox Elementary school 
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. She 
won Tennessee Teacher of the Year 
and later was a strong candidate 

for National Teacher of the Year. 
In 2010, Gilbert became the city 
schools director and led her district 
to become an Exemplary School 
District recognized by the state. She 
will be remembered for her servant 
leadership, strong worth ethic, and 
true spirit of excellence.

Betty Phillips
(7 July 2020)

Betty Phillips became a member of 
Alpha Chapter in October of 1997. 
There she served as president 
before Alpha merged with Eta 
Chapter. Betty served on multiple 
committees, including service on the 
grant-in-aid committee. Betty taught 
in the Clarksville Montgomery 
County School System for 40 years. 
During that time, she achieved the 
Presidential Science Teacher Award. 
She worked for 13 years at Austin 
Peay State University as a student 
teacher mentor. She was a lifetime 
member of Clarksville Montgomery 
County Education 
Association, TEA, and 
NEA. She was also an 
active member of her 
church and retired 
teachers.

Society loses long-time member: Dr. Alicia C. Tilley
At her passing on July 18, 2020,  Dr. Alicia C.  

Tilley of Beta Gamma chapter had been a  
member of DKG for 77 years and 9 months-- the  
second longest-standing member of the entire 
Society, as verified by Trish Woodley, DKG Membership 
Director. 

Inducted into Alpha chapter in Texas in 1942, 
Tilley served as secretary and worked alongside the 
Founders during the early days of the Society. She 
could often be persuaded to share stories of their times 
together. 

Dr. Tilley eventually moved to Memphis where 
she became Dean of the Graduate School at Memphis 
State University, the first female Dean named by the 
University. In Memphis, she transferred her DKG 
membership to Beta Gamma chapter where her life of 

service was long lasting. At age 
95 Dr. Tilley was still serving her 
community, making sandwiches for 
homeless shelters and collecting 
toiletries for female inmates. 

Even after she moved to the 
St. Louis area to be near family, she 
continued her relationship with the 
city of Memphis and Beta Gamma chapter, generously 
supporting chapter projects, especially those benefiting 
children and women escaping abusive situations. She 
made sure that her family knew to keep her dues to the 
Society paid. 

Her entire life was an example of service to others 
and of dedication and support of the principles of this 
Society. 


